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Foreword 

Friends, 

 This month’s issue is devoted entirely to a single subject, one that has shaped, divided, and 

challenged many sincere believers through the years: the identity of the Antitypical David. 

Among Davidians, this topic has often carried sensitivity; among Seventh-day Adventists 

unfamiliar with the premillennial kingdom, it has produced confusion. Yet inspiration speaks 

plainly when its voices are allowed to harmonize. 

Our purpose in presenting this focused study is not controversy, but clarity. Not debate, but 

understanding. Not division, but unity. The question of who the Antitypical David is touches the 

very foundation of the kingdom message, and misunderstanding here has led to fragmentation, 

uncertainty, and even the rise of self-appointed “Davids.” It is our prayer that this article will 

help restore confidence in what inspiration actually teaches, strengthen faith in Christ’s rightful 

kingship, and bring us closer together under the banner of truth. 

May every reader approach this study with the humility of a learner, the courage of a seeker, and 

the joy of discovering the beauty of God’s prophetic order. If this issue brings even one heart 

closer to Jesus Christ, the true Son of David, then its purpose will have been fulfilled. 

Barbra Eustace 
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Christ’s Kingship in the Premillennial 

Kingdom 

A Doctrinal Clarification for Davidians and All Students of the Kingdom 

The divisions among Davidian groups today often trace back to one central misunderstanding: 

Who is the Antitypical David? This question has produced confusion, fragmentation, and even 

self-appointed “Davids” who claim the throne of the premillennial kingdom. Such claims are not 

only doctrinally false but spiritually dangerous. 

This article is written to bring clarity, harmony, and simplicity to a topic that has been 

misunderstood for decades. My prayer is that those who read it will see that the Bible, the Spirit 

of Prophecy, and the Shepherd’s Rod all teach one unified truth about the identity of the King 

in the premillennial kingdom. 

 If we approached inspiration with the simple, trusting faith of a child, taking the Bible, the Spirit 

of Prophecy, and the Rod just as they read, we would not fall into confusion. Difficulty arises 

only when certain statements seem contradictory, and instead of seeking harmony through 

careful study, we elevate one misunderstood line above the entire prophetic framework, 

distorting the balance of truth. 

This article will show that: 

➢ Christ is the Antitypical David. 

➢ Christ is the King of the premillennial kingdom. 

➢ Christ sits on David’s throne. 

➢ Christ is the ensign the Gentiles seek. 

➢ David is the rod in lineage, not the rod in authority. 

➢ The Rod message is Christ’s voice, not David’s. 

➢ The Spirit carries Christ’s voice through visible messengers. 

➢ The Father empowers the Spirit; Christ executes; the Spirit communicates. 

➢ Obed is genealogical, not prophetic. 

➢ The kingdom is restored exactly as the prophets said. 

Let us begin with inspiration itself. 

1. The Bible’s Plain Statements about the Coming.   

The Bible is unmistakably clear that Jesus Christ is the King who will reign on David’s throne. 

“And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name 

JESUS.  The Lord God shall give unto him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign 

over the house of Jacob forever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end,” Luke 1: 31–33. 
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This is the most explicit statement in the New Testament: 

In this verse alone we can see that Christ (Jesus) is the one whom God the divine Father will 

bestow to His Son the throne of His Son’s earthly father David, and He (Jesus) will reign over 

the house of Jacob forever.  

The throne of Christ is not arbitrary or symbolic; it is His by covenant right. God made an 

everlasting covenant with David, swearing with an oath that a Son from David’s lineage would 

sit upon his throne and rule forever (2 Samuel 7:12–16; Psalm 89:3–4). The New Testament 

applies this covenant directly to Jesus: Gabriel announced that Christ will receive “the throne of 

His father David” and reign eternally (Luke 1:31–33), and Peter declared that David, knowing 

God’s oath, foretold that Christ would be raised up to sit upon that promised throne (Acts 2:30).  

Thus, Christ’s kingship is the legal fulfillment of the Davidic covenant, the promised heir, the 

rightful King, receiving the throne by divine covenant promise. 

“My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips,” (Psalms 89:34). 

“Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion,” (KJV Psalms 2:6).  The Father Himself is 

declaring Christ as King. 

“I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper,” (Jeremiah 

23:5).  This is a perfect example of parallelism, one Person bears two titles, “the Branch” and 

“the King”, both referring to Christ, the Branch is Christ, the King is Christ, the throne is 

David’s. The reign is literal. We will see this again later as we continue. 

After the resurrection, Peter states in Acts 2 vs 20, “God… would raise up Christ to sit on his 

throne.” This is not symbolic nor spiritualized. This is not Christ reigning in the heart., but rather 

Christ sitting on David’s throne. 

Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 is one of the clearest and most decisive explanations in all Scripture 

regarding who the Antitypical David is. Speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter 

removes every possible misunderstanding by showing that the Davidic promises were never 

pointing to a future human David, but always to Christ Himself. He begins by establishing a 

simple historical fact, David is dead. “David… is both dead and buried,” Peter said in (vs 29), 

pointing to David’s tomb as visible proof. This is not a symbolic statement. Peter made it 

absolutely clear that David did not resurrect, did not ascend, and did not return to reclaim his 

throne. His body remained in the grave, and his sepulcher stood as a witness that David could not 

possibly be the king of the restored kingdom. 

Peter then added a second, equally important fact: “David is not ascended into the heavens:..” 

(vs. 34). This destroys the idea that David somehow took his throne in heaven or that he would 

later return to take it on earth. If David did not ascend, then he did not receive the throne. If he 

did not receive the throne, then he cannot be the antitype. Peter is systematically removing David 

from the prophetic fulfillment so that Christ may be seen clearly as the One who inherits the 

covenant. 
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Having removed David from the throne prophetically, Peter now explains David’s true role: 

David as prophet. “David… being a prophet,” (vs.30) he said, shows that David did not speak of 

himself when he wrote the Psalms. Instead, David foresaw the resurrection of Christ and 

understood that God had sworn with an oath that He would raise up Christ to sit on David’s 

throne. This is the heart of Peter’s argument. The Davidic covenant was not a promise that David 

would return, but that Christ, the fruit of David’s loins, would be raised up to occupy the throne. 

Peter quoted David’s own prophecy to prove that David knew Christ would rise, Christ would 

ascend, and Christ would be enthroned. 

Peter then connected the resurrection directly to kingship. Christ’s resurrection was not merely a 

victory over death; it was the divine act that qualified Him to take David’s throne. David 

remained in the grave, but Christ did not. David did not ascend, but Christ did. David did not 

receive the throne, but Christ did. “Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted,” (vs. 33) 

Peter said, Christ has received the authority promised in the covenant. The resurrection is the 

proof that Christ is the Antitypical David — the One who fulfills the oath sworn to David. 

Finally, Peter reached the climax of his sermon: “God hath made that same Jesus… both Lord 

and Christ.” The word Christ means Anointed One.  Christ was anointed to be Prophet (Deu. 

18:15), Priest (Luke 1:32,33), and King (Luke 1:32,33). Peter declared that Jesus is the King of 

the restored kingdom, the heir of David’s throne, the fulfillment of the covenant, and the One 

who reigns until all enemies are subdued. This is not symbolic language. This is not spiritualized 

kingship. This is literal Davidic enthronement. Acts 2 is the strongest New Testament proof that 

Christ Himself is the Antitypical David, and that no future human David can ever take that 

role. 
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2.  Ellen White’s Statements on Christ’s Davidic Kingship 

Ellen White taught that Christ Himself is the One who inherits and occupies David’s throne. 

“He who has so long refused royal honors now comes to Jerusalem as the promised heir to 

David’s throne,” (Desire of Ages 569.2). This is the clearest statement Ellen White ever made on 

the subject.  

In the Great Controversy page 416, EGW quoted Zechariah 6:12-13 and made several references 

to Christ as the branch and God giving Him the throne of His father David. 

“The throne of David is to be established forever in Christ,” (PP 752). 

Ellen White, not having the knowledge we have today on the premillennial kingdom, believed 

that Christ would not receive this throne until all His mediatorial work was completed.  It wasn’t 

for her to understand as the scroll had not yet unrolled, revealing it, giving us this knowledge of 

the judgement of the living message.  Prophets do not always completely understand the 

messages they share.    

3. The Shepherd’s Rod on Christ Restoring David’s Kingdom in 

Antitype.  

Victor Houteff is equally clear, the Davidian Constitution (Leviticus of DSDA pg. 3) states: 

“…the restoration of David’s kingdom in antitype, upon the throne of which Christ, ‘the son 

of David,’ is to sit.” 

This is the supreme law of the Davidian movement. All understanding must harmonize with this! 

It is written that David’s kingdom will be restored in antitype, and it is Christ who will sit upon 

that throne.  Christ is the son of David and Christ IS THE KING. This is not ambiguous. This is 

not symbolic, or optional. This is the foundation of the Davidian movement. Without a strong 

foundation the building will crumble. 

4.  The Genealogy and the Prophetic Line –Why They are Not the 

Same 

One of the most common misunderstandings among Davidians is the confusion between 

Christ’s genealogy and Christ’s prophetic lineage. These two lines are related, but they are not 

identical. The Bible presents Christ’s ancestry in one way, and His prophetic office in another. 

When these two are mixed together, people mistakenly insert Obed into the prophetic chain, or 

worse, try to create a future human “David” who supposedly fulfills the covenant. 

To remove all confusion, we must separate the genealogical line from the prophetic line. 



6 | P a g e  
The King’s Journal • l September 2026 • Vol. 1 • Issue 8 

A. The Genealogical Line — The Biological Descent 

 

In Tract 8, Br. Houteff uses Obed not as a prophetic symbol but as a genealogical link that 

reveals humanity. Obed connects Ruth the Moabitess to Jesse and David, showing that Christ is 

both Israelite and Moabite in lineage. The meanings of the names Obed “servant,” Jesse “My 

presence,” and David “beloved,” form a beautiful parable of Christ’s mission, but they do not 

place Obed in the prophetic office structure. Prophecy uses Jesse, David, and Christ — the Root, 

the Rod, and the Branch, while Obed serves only to illustrate Christ’s mixed lineage and His role 

as the refuge for outcasts. This is simply the historical sequence of fathers and sons. Genealogy 

is history, not prophecy. It does not assign symbolic offices. It does not define the ensign. It 

does not determine the king of the kingdom. It only shows bloodline.  Obed is only essential to 

genealogy, but irrelevant to the prophetic office. 

B. The Prophetic Line — The Symbolic Office 
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The prophetic office in the Bible is a divinely appointed role through which God communicates 

His will, guidance, and revelation to His people. 

While the genealogical line shows Christ’s biological descent, the prophetic line reveals His 

kingly office. Prophecy does not trace every ancestor. It highlights only those who hold 

symbolic roles in the unfolding plan of redemption. 

Isaiah 11 presents the prophetic structure, this is not genealogy, but symbolic office progression. 

➢ Jesse — The Root, represents the origin of the royal line. He is the foundational root from 

which the Davidic monarchy springs. 

➢ David — The Rod, is the covenant-holder. He is the one to whom God swore with an 

oath that his throne would be established forever. David is the rod because he carries the 

authority of the everlasting covenant. 

➢ Christ — The Branch, is the fulfillment of the covenant. He is the Branch who grows out 

of the rod, the One who inherits David’s throne, the One who reigns as King, and the One 

who becomes the ensign to the nations. 

Prophecy uses offices, not every ancestor. 

King David and the Prophetic Office 

We are now entering into one of the most difficult areas of this study, identifying who King 

David is in prophecy. It is essential that we first understand what prophetic offices are, and how 

vital they are to rightly interpret certain passages in Scripture and in the Rod. Those who reject 

Christ as King in the premillennial kingdom often appeal to selected statements by Brother 

Houteff to support their position. To avoid misunderstanding, it is necessary to review one of the 

most frequently misread quotations. 

“The self-centered shepherds against whom the prophet is told to write, are to be replaced by one 

shepherd, David. When this takes place God's people will then have but one shepherd. This, of 

course, cannot be Christ Himself, for Inspiration never calls Him David, but rather It calls Him 

the Son of David. Since God's people have always had, and still do have many shepherds, the 

truth stands out as clear as crystal that the David of verses 23 and 24 is yet to come, and that the 

shepherds whom Inspiration addresses are in particular those whom David is to succeed.” (2TG, 

Vol. 2, No. 2, p. 14) 

We now place this beside the Davidian Constitution and the Leviticus, which states on page 3: 

“…First, it is dedicated to the work of announcing and bringing forth the restoration (as 

predicted in Hosea 1:11; 3:5) of David's kingdom in antitype, upon the throne of which Christ, 

‘the son of David,’ is to sit….” 

The constitution is the supreme law of the land and in this case, the Davidian movement. It 

plainly establishes who is to sit on that throne. Brother Houteff, under inspiration, declares that 

Christ is the One to sit upon David’s throne. 
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Let us then reason as Brother Houteff would. Does Inspiration ever call Christ “David”? No, it 

does not. Inspiration consistently calls Him the Son of David. So, who, or what, is the “shepherd 

David” who replaces all the other shepherds? Here the prophetic office pattern becomes crucial. 

When John the Baptist sounded Elijah’s message, did the people call him Elijah? No. When 

Brother Houteff signed the Jezreel Letters, did the brethren call him Jezreel? No. In both cases, 

Elijah and Jezreel were prophetic offices, not personal names. Why then do some insist that 

Christ must be called David simply because He sits upon David’s throne? Brother Houteff does 

not contradict himself; it is the misreading that assumes the King must bear the name David. 

When Christ comes to sit upon the throne of His father David and take the kingship as the Son of 

David, He does not come with the name “David.” He takes upon Himself the Davidic role or 

office. “David” in Ezekiel is not a personal title for Christ; it is the prophetic office assigned to 

the Prince-role. Christ sits as King by throne; He stands as Prince by office. The office is 

Davidic—the Person is Christ. 

 

Answering Misused Verses 

Two passages are frequently misused by those who claim that Christ cannot be the King of the 

premillennial kingdom. These verses are: 

➢ Luke 19:14 — “We will not have this man to reign over us.” 

➢ Hosea 1:11 — “They shall appoint themselves one head.” 
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Often taken out of context and used to argue that Christ will be rejected in the kingdom and 

therefore a human David must be installed. But when read carefully, both passages will actually 

affirm Christ’s kingship, not deny it. 

Let us examine them in their proper context. 

“We Will Not Have This Man to Reign Over Us,” (Luke 19:14) 

This is not a prophecy of the premillennial kingdom. It is a parable of Israel’s first-advent 

rejection. Here, Jesus told a parable about a nobleman who went into a far country to receive a 

kingdom. The citizens sent a message after him stating, “We will not have this man to reign over 

us.”  This statement is often misused to claim: Christ is rejected; therefore Christ cannot reign, 

therefore God must appoint a human agent.   

But this is a misreading. 

The parable is about Israel rejecting Christ at His first advent, not about Christ, being rejected 

in the premillennial kingdom. The nobleman represents Christ. The “far country” represents 

heaven. The “citizens” represent unbelieving Israel. Their rejection represents Calvary. And the 

parable ends with Christ returning as King, not being replaced: “When he returned… having 

received the kingdom…” (Luke 19:15). 

The rejection does not stop Him from reigning. It only brings judgment on the rejecters. Thus, 

the meaning is simple: Israel rejected Christ at His first advent, but Christ returns in the kingdom 

phase to take David’s throne before His visible Second Coming. This verse has nothing to do 

with replacing Christ with a human David. 

“They Shall Appoint Themselves One Head,” (Hosea 1:11) 

This is often misunderstood because of the English word “appoint,” which many take to mean 

“choose,” “elect,” or “install.” But the Hebrew verb sāmah does not carry any of those meanings. 

It signifies acknowledgment, acceptance, recognition, and submission. Hosea is not describing 

Israel selecting a king; he described Israel as finally accepting the King whom God Himself 

appointed. The verse portrays a moment of national repentance in which Israel willingly 

submitted to Christ’s authority and recognized Him as the rightful ruler of the restored kingdom. 

This understanding harmonizes perfectly with the entire prophetic structure. Hosea 3:5 declared 

that Israel will “seek the LORD their God, and David their king,” a parallelism that identifies one 

Person with two titles: the divine LORD and the Davidic King. Ezekiel 37:24 affirmed that “My 

servant David shall be king over them,” and pointed again to Christ, the promised Son of David. 

Luke 1:32 announced that the Father will give Christ “the throne of His father David,” and Acts 

2:30 confirmed that God raised up Christ specifically to sit upon that throne. Every prophetic 

witness points to the same truth: Israel’s King is Christ, the divine Son of David, not a future 

human David. 
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In this light, Hosea 1:11 has become a beautiful prophecy of Israel’s restoration. The people do 

not choose a king for themselves; they finally accept the King God appointed from the 

beginning, Christ, the heir of David’s throne. Their “appointing” is not an act of human selection 

but an act of spiritual recognition, a turning of the heart toward the One who has always been 

their rightful ruler. (See Appendix for further clarification) 

Understanding the Parallelism in Hosea 3:5 — One King with Two 

Titles 

Hosea 3:5 presents another very clear example of prophetic parallelism, a Hebrew literary 

structure in which two phrases describe the same subject from two complementary angles. The 

verse reads, “Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and 

David their king.” This is not two different beings, nor two separate rulers. It is one Person 

described by two titles. “The LORD their God” identifies the divine identity of the King, while 

“David their king” identifies His covenant role as the heir of David’s throne. The parallelism 

functions like the structure in Jeremiah 23:5, where the same individual is called both “the 

Branch” and “the King,” or Isaiah 11, where Christ is both the “Rod” and the “Branch.” In each 

case, the prophet uses dual titles to reveal two aspects of the same Messiah: His divine nature 

“the LORD their God” and His Davidic kingship “David their king.”  

Hosea did not predict a future human David; he declared that Israel will finally return to Christ, 

the divine LORD, in His role as the promised Son of David who will sit upon the restored throne. 

Parallelism makes the identity unmistakable. The One whom Israel seeks is the LORD, and the 

LORD they seek is David their King, Christ Himself. 

Why These Verses Cannot Refer to a Future Human David 

 There is no biblical or Spirit of Prophecy support for a future human David. Luke 19:14 

described Israel as rejecting Christ at His first advent, not rejecting Him in the kingdom. Hosea 

1:11 describe Israel as accepting the King God appointed, Christ, not choosing a human David. 

With the misinterpreted passages resolved, the prophetic picture stands unobstructed. We can 

now turn from correcting misunderstandings to examining the restored kingdom itself; its King, 

its prince, its ensign, and its divinely appointed order. Inspiration presents a kingdom both literal 

and premillennial, governed by Christ alone. 

The Restored Kingdom — Christ as King, David as Prince, and the 

Ensign to the Nations 

The restored kingdom is one of the most beautiful and misunderstood subjects in all of prophecy. 

Many have tried to explain it through tradition, speculation, or human reasoning, but inspiration 

presents a clear, harmonious picture. When the Bible, the Spirit of Prophecy, and the Shepherd’s 

Rod are allowed to speak for themselves, the structure of the kingdom becomes unmistakably 

simple: 
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A. Christ is the King. 

B. David in the Prince. 

C. Christ is the ensign. 

D. The kingdom is literal. 

E. The Throne is David’s. 

F. The reign is Christ’s  

Let us examine each part carefully. 

A. Jesus the Christ is the King of the Restored Kingdom. The Bible repeatedly declares that 

Christ is the One who receives David’s throne: “The Lord God shall give unto Him the 

throne of His father David,” (Luke 1:32). “A King shall reign and prosper,” (Jeremiah 23:5). 

“Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion,” (Psalm 2:6). “God… would raise up 

Christ to sit on his throne,” (Acts 2:30). 

 

Ellen White confirms: “He… comes to Jerusalem as the promised heir to David’s throne,” 

(DA 569). “The throne of David is to be established forever in Christ,” (PP 752). The Son of 

David is to be enthroned as King (GC 416). 

 

The Shepherd’s Rod Constitution seals it: “…the restoration of David’s kingdom in 

antitype, upon the throne of which Christ, ‘the son of David,’ is to sit.” 

 

B. Is the Prince not the King?  Ezekiel presents David in a subordinate role: “My servant 

David shall be their prince forever.” (Ezekiel 37:25) 
 
Prince is not king. Prince is not ruler. Prince is not sovereign. Prince is a secondary office. 

David is honored, but he is not enthroned. He is restored, but he does not reign. He is 

present, but he does not sit on the throne. 
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Christ sits on the throne. David stands as prince; this is the divine order, and here is where most 

of the confusion begins. It can be difficult to comprehend that one being can operate in two 

separate roles yet combining them into one person with two different responsibilities.   

 

 In the restored Kingdom, the term "Prince" refers to a specific role or position, not a reduction 

of the importance of the person holding it. The role of Prince is secondary and subordinate to that 

of a King, yet it is established as part of God's divine order. The title reflects the nature of the 

role, not the value of the individual serving in it. So, when Christ takes on the Davidic role of 

Prince, He does so without giving up His identity as King. As Prince, He fulfills the 

responsibilities of that role, but remains sovereign and supreme as King over all. The distinction 

is not between two different Christs or between higher and lower value, but rather between the 

roles of King and Prince, both carried out perfectly by the same Messiah. 

Christ the Prince and David the Prince — Understanding Ezekiel’s 

Two Uses of the Title 

 Ezekiel uses the word prince in two different ways, and both refer to Christ, not to two different 

individuals. Confusion arises only when readers assume the word always carries the same 

meaning. Once the two uses are kept distinct, Ezekiel’s prophetic structure becomes perfectly 

clear. 

1. The Divine Prince of Ezekiel 44 — Christ Alone 

In Ezekiel 44, the “Prince” enters the East Gate, a gate permanently shut because “the LORD, 

the God of Israel, hath entered in by it.” No human being may pass through that gate. Yet 

Ezekiel declares that “the Prince” shall enter by the porch of that gate. This means the Prince of 

Ezekiel 44 is not a man. He is the LORD Himself. 

This Prince is Christ in His divine, Messianic dignity, the One who bears God’s authority, 

approaches the sanctuary, and enters the gate reserved exclusively for deity. David cannot enter 

it. No human can enter it. The Prince of Ezekiel 44 is Christ alone. 

2. The Davidic Prince of Ezekiel 37 — Also Christ, but in a Different Office 

In Ezekiel 37, the word prince is used in a different sense. Here God says, “My servant David 

shall be their prince forever.” This is not a divine title. It is a Davidic administrative office 

within the restored kingdom. 

Ezekiel is not predicting a second literal David, nor a future human ruler beside Christ. Prophecy 

often names the Messiah by the office He fulfills, just as “Elijah” in Malachi refers to an office 

rather than the literal prophet. In the same way, “David” in Ezekiel 37 refers to the Davidic role, 

which Christ fulfills as the true Son of David. 

Thus: in Ezekiel 44 “the Prince” is Christ as the Divine Messianic Prince, while Ezekiel 37 

portrays Him as “the prince” (lower case p) in the Davidic role. 
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Two uses, one Person. Christ holds both roles. No human David appears in the kingdom. 

3. Why Some Davidians Cannot See Christ as the Davidic Prince 

Victor Houteff himself warned: 

“Inspiration never calls Him David, but rather the Son of David.” (2TG no.2 pg 14) 

This single statement explains why many Davidians struggle with Ezekiel 37. They assume that 

if Christ fulfills the Davidic office, He must be called David as a personal name. When they do 

not see Christ personally named “David,” they conclude He cannot be the Davidic prince. 

But Houteff was not denying Christ’s Davidic role; he was distinguishing between: 

➢ Christ’s personal identity (He is never literally called David), and 

➢ Christ’s prophetic office (He fulfills the Davidic role). 

Christ is never called David as a literal name, yet He is absolutely the One who fulfills the 

Davidic office. Failure to separate the name from the office leads to the mistaken belief that 

Ezekiel is predicting a second literal David. Once the distinction is recognized, the prophecy 

becomes perfectly clear: Christ is the Son of David by lineage and the Davidic prince by office, 

but never David by personal name. 

4. Why Christ Can Be Both King and Prince 

“Prince” is one of Christ’s Messianic titles: Prince of Peace, Prince of the host, Prince of the 

covenant, and the Prince who enters the East Gate. These titles describe His divine authority. 

But Christ is also King by throne, the One who receives the scepter, crown, and dominion 

promised in the everlasting covenant. 

He holds both titles because He holds both roles. 

David, however, holds only one role in prophecy: the Davidic office, which Christ fulfills. 

David is never king in the restored kingdom. The throne belongs to Christ alone. 

5. The Prophetic Harmony 

When Ezekiel’s two uses of “Prince” are kept distinct, the prophecy becomes perfectly 

harmonious: 

➢ Christ is the divine Prince of Ezekiel 44 — entering the East Gate as the LORD. 

➢ Christ is the Davidic prince of Ezekiel 37 — administering the kingdom as the Son of 

David. 
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Two uses, two offices, one Messiah. No second David. No divided rulership. No human prince 

beside Christ. 

Category Meaning Davidic Example 

Office The function or role someone performs. 

It describes what the person does. 

Prince — the administrative, 

representative role Christ performs. 

Title The name attached to the office. It 

describes the office, not the person. 

David — the prophetic title of the 

Prince-office in Ezekiel. 

Person The actual individual who fulfills the 

office. 

Christ — He fulfills the Prince-office 

but is never called David. 

 

 

 

With the Davidic office clarified and the prophetic use of “Prince” properly distinguished, the 

structure of the restored kingdom stands in full view. Christ alone occupies the throne as King, 

and Christ alone bears the divine titles that belong to the Messiah. Having established His 

kingship and His Davidic authority, the prophets turn to the next dimension of His work, His role 

as the Ensign to the nations, the One to whom all Israel and all peoples gather in the last days. 

C.  Christ the Ensign — The Gathering Power of the Restored 

Kingdom 

 Isaiah 11:10 presented one of the most profound Messianic declarations in Scripture: “In that 

day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the 

Gentiles seek.” The ensign is Christ Himself, not David, not Obed, not a human successor, and 

not a messenger. The ensign is the visible, exalted manifestation of Christ’s authority, the One 

lifted up before the nations as the rallying point of the restored kingdom. When Isaiah said the 

Gentiles will seek the ensign, he declared that Christ alone is the center of the final gathering, the 

One to whom all Israel and all nations turn to in the last days. 

Isaiah’s prophetic structure is perfect and complete. Christ is the Root, the Rod, the Branch, and 

the Ensign. As the Root, He is the divine origin of the Davidic line, the One from whom the 

covenant springs. As the Rod, He bears the kingly authority of David’s throne, the One who 

holds the scepter and the right to reign. As the Branch, He is the Messianic fulfillment of every 

promise given to David, the One who grows out of the prophetic line and completes it. And as 

the Ensign, He is the gathering power of the kingdom, the One lifted up before the nations to 

draw all people to Himself. These are not four different persons; they are four prophetic titles 

describing one Messiah in four dimensions of His work. 

“Ellen White was one person, yet she functioned in more than one role. As a mother she did not stand 

in the prophetic office, but at other times she stood fully as the Prophet. One person, two roles, each 

role distinct, each role appropriate to its function. In the same way, Christ is one Person who stands in 

more than one role. As King He sits on the throne; as Prince He stands among the people. The 

prophetic office of ‘David’ identifies His Prince-role, not His personal name.” 
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The Rod message prepares the people for the ensign, but the ensign itself is Christ. The Rod 

identifies the authority; the Branch reveals the identity; and the Ensign displays the glory. The 

Rod points forward; the Branch fulfills; the Ensign gathers. This is why Isaiah’s structure cannot 

be broken or rearranged. Christ is the Root because He is divine. Christ is the Rod because He 

holds the covenant authority. Christ is the Branch because He fulfills the promise. Christ is the 

Ensign because He gathers the kingdom. Every title converges on Christ, and every prophecy 

finds its center in Him. 

The ensign is not a human leader raised up to gather the people. It is not a restored David. It is 

not a prophetic messenger. It is not an administrative prince. The ensign is: Christ exalted, Christ 

revealed, Christ manifested, Christ lifted up as King. When the prophets speak of the final 

gathering, they do not point to a man; they point to the Messiah. The nations do not seek David, 

they seek Christ. Israel does not rally around a human prince; it rallies around the divine King. 

The ensign is the visible revelation of Christ’s kingship, the banner of His authority, and the 

center of the restored kingdom. 

As the ensign, Christ stands at the head of the final movement of God. He is the One who gathers 

the remnant, the One who restores Israel, the One who draws the nations, and the One who 

reigns on David’s throne. The ensign is the climax of Isaiah’s prophetic structure, the moment 

when Christ is lifted up before the world and the kingdom gathers around Him. Everything in the 

Rod and Branch messages leads to this point. The ensign is the revelation of the King. 

Once Christ is revealed as the Ensign, the prophetic picture expands from His identity to His 

dominion. The One lifted up before the nations is the same One who reigns over the restored 

kingdom. The prophets therefore move from the revelation of the King to the description of the 

kingdom itself, its location, its people, its purity, and its purpose in the closing work of God. 

This prophetic structure is perfect and complete. 

Once Christ is revealed as the ensign, the gathering power of the last days, the prophetic focus 

shifts from the identity of the King to the identity of His people. The restored kingdom is 

populated by a purified, living remnant, and understanding who enters that kingdom is essential 

for understanding why Christ alone must reign. 

D.  The Restored Kingdom — Literal, Visible, and Premillennial 

 The restored kingdom described by the prophets is not symbolic, spiritualized, or metaphorical. 

It is literal in every respect. The land is literal, the throne is literal, the King is literal, the subjects 

are literal, the city is literal, and the reign is literal. The prophets do not present a mystical 

kingdom hidden in the heart, nor a figurative dominion expressed only in spiritual terms. They 

describe a real kingdom established in real territory, governed by a real King, inhabited by real 

people, and functioning with real institutions. Every element of the prophetic picture demands 

literal fulfillment. 

The prophets speak of vineyards planted and tended, houses built and inhabited, tribes restored to 

their inheritance, highways laid out for the returning remnant, priests serving in the sanctuary, 
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princes functioning in their appointed roles, worship conducted in the restored temple, offerings 

brought before the LORD, feasts observed in their appointed seasons, and a functioning 

government operating in the land. These are not metaphors for spiritual blessings. They are 

descriptions of a real kingdom with real activity, real worship, and real administration. The 

prophetic language is concrete, geographical, and governmental. 

This restored kingdom is not heaven. It is not the millennium. It is not the new earth. Heaven is 

where Christ now ministers as High Priest. The millennium is the period in which the saints 

reign with Christ for one thousand years while the earth lies desolate. The new earth is the final, 

eternal home of the redeemed after the wicked are destroyed and the earth is made new. None of 

these settings match the prophetic descriptions of vineyards, houses, highways, judges, priests, 

feasts, offerings, and a functioning civil government. The restored kingdom belongs to a 

different time and a different phase of God’s plan. 

The restored kingdom is literal, visible, and premillennial, the first dominion restored under the 

reign of Christ. This is the premillennial kingdom; the kingdom Christ establishes when He 

begins His reign on David’s throne. Daniel foretold this moment: “In the days of these kings 

shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed,” (Daniel 2:44). The 

prophets describe the establishment of this kingdom in the Holy Land, where Christ reigns on 

David’s throne, where the tribes are restored, where the nations come to learn of God, and where 

the law goes forth from Zion. It is the infant kingdom of glory, not yet the kingdom of glory in its 

fulness. It is the restored dominion promised to David, manifested before the millennium, and 

preparing the world for the final gathering under Christ the Ensign.  

E. & F.  The Throne Is David’s — The Reign Is Christ’ 

We have thus far substantiated that the throne of David belongs to Christ, given to him through 

the covenant made with ancient King David. Christ is the rightful heir to that throne. 

And to top it off, God declared to Zedekiah, “I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall 

be no [more], until he come whose right it is; and I will give it [him],” (Ezekiel 21:27). He 

removed the Davidic crown from human hands forever. The throne would remain vacant 

through every Gentile dominion until Christ, the true Son of David, receives it. No human 

David can reclaim what God Himself reserved for the Messiah alone.  

This is the divine order of the restored kingdom. The throne is David’s by covenant; the reign is 

Christ’s by inheritance. The covenant establishes the seat; the resurrection establishes the King. 

The promise preserves the throne; the Messiah occupies it. David stands as prince; Christ reigns 

as King. David holds honor; Christ holds dominion. David is restored; Christ is enthroned. The 

prophets present no confusion, no competition, and no divided authority. They present one 

throne, one covenant, one heir, and one King, Christ, the Son of David, reigning upon David’s 

throne in the restored kingdom. 

  “In the restored kingdom, Christ is the King, David is the prince, and Christ Himself is the 

ensign to the nations. The throne is David’s by covenant, but the reign is Christ’s by inheritance.” 
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The Messenger of the Covenant — How Christ Reigns Through the 

Spirit and Through His Messengers 

 Malachi 3:1 identifies the Messenger of the Covenant as Christ Himself, “the Lord… who shall 

suddenly come to His temple.” This is the foundational identity: the covenant Messenger is the 

divine Christ, the One who appears in His temple to purify the sons of Levi and to establish the 

covenant in its fullness. Yet Inspiration also reveals that Christ carries out His covenant work by 

the Holy Spirit, who makes His voice present in Heaven’s visible representatives. This union of 

identity and operation is the key to understanding how the same covenant message can be spoken 

through Moses, John, Christ in His humanity, Elijah, or any other messenger whom God 

appoints. 

Peter explained that Christ, “preached unto the spirits in prison,” through the Spirit who 

“quickened” Him (1 Pet. 3:18–20). Likewise, “holy men of God spake as they were moved by 

the Holy Ghost,” (2 Pet. 1:21). In this functional sense, the Holy Spirit, called by the Rod “the 

invisible Christ”, is the One who places Christ’s own covenant message into the mouth of His 

visible representative. Thus, while the title Messenger of the Covenant belongs to Christ by 

identity, the operation of that title is expressed through the Holy Spirit in the messenger whom 

Heaven sends. 

This is why Inspiration can speak of Moses, John, Elijah, and even Christ in His humanity as 

bearing the covenant message: the same Spirit, carrying the same Christ, was in them all. The 

visible messenger is never the source; he is the instrument. The invisible Divine Christ, through 

the Spirit, is the true Speaker. The covenant message is singular because the covenant Messenger 

is singular, Christ. But the Spirit makes that one Christ present in every appointed representative. 

The union of the visible and the invisible reached its perfection in Jesus Himself. The eternal, 

invisible Christ was present in the visible Christ, making Him both God and man in one Person. 

All other representatives are but shadows of this reality. The hope of the Kingdom is the full 

manifestation of this mystery: the invisible united with the visible, Heaven and earth joined, God 

dwelling with His people in perfect oneness. This is the mystery of God par excellence, and the 

hope of the ages. 

The Invisible and Visible Christ — How Christ Reigns, Speaks, and 

Governs 

One of the most misunderstood aspects of Christ’s kingship is the relationship between His 

invisible divine presence, His visible human nature, and His visible messengers on earth. Many 

doctrinal errors arise when these three are confused or blended together. Inspiration, however, 

presents a clear and harmonious structure showing exactly how Christ reigns, how He speaks, 

and how He governs His people. Understanding this structure is essential for correctly 

identifying the Antitypical David and avoiding the trap of elevating a human figure to Christ’s 

throne. 
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Christ’s Divine Nature — Always Invisible 

Christ’s divine nature is omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent. It cannot be seen with human 

eyes. Jesus Himself said: “A spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have,” Luke 24:39, and 

“Lo, I am with you alway,” Matt. 28:20. 

His divine presence is everywhere, but never visible. This is why Scripture speaks of the 

invisible Christ, the invisible King, the invisible Shepherd, the invisible Judge.   

Christ’s divine nature is the invisible authority behind the kingdom. 

Christ’s Human Nature — Visible Only at His Coming 

Christ’s human nature is literal, physical, and visible. It is the nature He took at the incarnation, 

the nature that died, resurrected, and ascended. 

This human nature is, in heaven, at the right hand of the Father awaiting the moment of return, 

the nature in which He will sit on David’s throne, the nature in which He will reign visibly over 

Israel. 

Christ’s visible human nature is the visible King of the restored kingdom. 

The Holy Spirit — The Voice of the Invisible Christ 

The Shepherd’s Rod expresses this beautifully, “The Holy Spirit (the invisible Christ) in 

Heaven’s visible representative,” (Ans 1 p.79). 

This does not mean the Spirit is Christ. It means the Spirit carries Christ’s voice. 

The Spirit: communicates Christ’s instructions, empowers Christ’s messengers, reveals Christ’s 

truth, guides Christ’s people, and prepares the kingdom subjects. 

The Spirit is the communication channel of Christ’s invisible presence. 

Christ’s Visible Messengers — Instruments of the Spirit 

Throughout Scripture, God used visible human messengers to carry His invisible voice, Moses, 

Samuel, Elijah, John the Baptist, Ellen White, and Victor Houteff. They were instruments 

through whom the Spirit spoke. 

Christ is the King. The Spirit is the communicator. The messenger is the instrument. This is the 

divine order. 
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Why This Matters for the Antitypical David 

Many Davidians confuse Christ’s invisible presence with the visible messenger. This leads to 

some elevating a messenger to kingly authority.  Thus, the reason some have placed, Br. Houteff, 

another, or even themselves into this role. 

Inspiration never teaches this. Christ alone is King and every other role we have studied thus far.   

The messenger is simply the voice through whom Christ speaks. 

Christ’s divine nature is invisible, His human nature is visible, and His messengers are the 

instruments through whom the Spirit carries His voice. This structure preserves Christ’s kingship 

and prevents any human from claiming His throne.” 

Conclusion — The Beauty and Simplicity of Truth 

When all the inspired evidence is gathered together, the Bible, the Spirit of Prophecy, and the 

Shepherd’s Rod, a single, unified truth shines through with unmistakable clarity: 

Christ alone is the Antitypical David. 

This truth is not complicated. It is not hidden. It is not symbolic. It is not conditional. It is not 

dependent on human interpretation. It is the plain reading of inspiration. 

The Bible declares Christ as the King who receives David’s throne. Ellen White affirms Christ as 

the promised heir to David’s throne. The Shepherd’s Rod Constitution legally establishes Christ 

as the King of the restored kingdom. The Davidic covenant requires an eternal King, something 
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only Christ can fulfill. The prophetic structure of Isaiah 11 points directly to Christ as the Branch 

and the Ensign. The kingdom subjects require a divine King, not a resurrected patriarch or a 

human successor. Misunderstood verses, when read correctly, point to Christ, not to a future 

human David. 

Every inspired voice speaks the same truth. There is no contradiction, no confusion, and no 

competing claimant. There is no prophetic vacancy waiting for a man. 

The throne is David’s by covenant. The reign is Christ’s by inheritance. The kingdom is Christ’s 

by right. The ensign is Christ’s by prophecy. The authority is Christ’s by divinity. The 

fulfillment is Christ’s by destiny. 

This is the beauty of truth: When inspiration is allowed to interpret itself, everything harmonizes. 

The divisions among Davidians today do not come from inspiration. They come from 

misunderstanding inspiration, elevating isolated phrases above the prophetic structure, from 

confusing genealogy with prophecy, and from mistaking the messenger for the King. They come 

from reading human ideas into divine revelation. 

But when we return to the plain reading of the Bible, the Spirit of Prophecy, and the Rod, the 

confusion disappears. 

Christ stands alone as: 

➢ the Son of David 

➢ the heir of the throne 

➢ the King of Israel 

➢ the ruler of the nations 

➢ the Branch 

➢ the Rod 

➢ the Root 

➢ the Ensign 

➢ the Shepherd 

➢ the Judge 

➢ the Messiah 

➢ the King of kings 

He is the One who reigns, who gathers, and the One who restores. He is the One who sits on 

David’s throne. He is the One who fulfills the covenant, who establishes the kingdom, and the 

One who rules forever. 

This is the truth. This is the doctrine. This is the message. This is the kingdom. This is the Christ. 

May all who read this article see the beauty of the prophetic structure, the harmony of 

inspiration, and the simplicity of truth, and may they stand firmly with Christ, the One who 
fulfills the Davidic prophecy, the King of the premillennial kingdom.”  
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Extra 

overturnIncluded here are a few more charts/graphs. Sometimes these can help with better 

understanding.  

 



22 | P a g e  
The King’s Journal • l September 2026 • Vol. 1 • Issue 8 

Appendix 

According to HP AI companion, many biblical scholars and commentators have discussed Hosea 

1:11 and its potential deeper meaning. In the verse, it states:  

"Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered together, and appoint 

themselves one head, and they shall come up out of the land; for great shall be the day of 

Jezreel."  

While interpretations may vary, some understand the reference to "appoint themselves one head" 

as pointing toward the future unification of Israel and Judah under a single leader, which has 

often been interpreted in Christianity as a prophetic reference to the coming of the Messiah, 

Jesus Christ. Those who support this interpretation see it as a symbolic foretelling of individuals 

accepting Christ as their King and Savior, bringing unity to God's people.  

The "day of Jezreel," in this context, is also regarded to symbolize the restoration and flourishing 

of God's people under divine leadership, which proponents of this view link to the reign of 

Christ. Jesus is often referred to as the ultimate "head" in New Testament theology, particularly 

in verses such as Colossians 1:18, where Christ is described as "the head of the body, the 

church."  

In summary, this interpretation does exist and is common among Christian theologians, who 

view Hosea 1:11 as a messianic prophecy fulfilled through Jesus Christ, with "appointing one 

head" symbolizing the believer's acceptance of Him as King and leader. 

The word "appoint" in Hosea 1:11 originates from the Hebrew word ה מָׂ  which ,(samah or sama) שָׂ

means "to set," "place," or "appoint." This root word is typically used in contexts where 

something or someone is designated or set up for a specific purpose. 

So, the Hebrew word used in Hosea 1:11 is šāmû, a form of šāmâ (מַה  which derives from the ,(שָׂ

same root. It reflects the act of appointing or designating someone as "one head," which aligns 

with the uniting of the children of Israel and Judah under a single leader. 

Addendum 

Many question Christ being King in the Kingdom because they believe Jesus must be contained in 

the heavenly sanctuary administering as the High Priest and Advocate.    

Christ’s reign on earth does not interrupt His priestly ministry in the heavenly sanctuary. As the 

glorified Son of God, He is not confined to one realm at a time. After His resurrection He appeared, 

vanished, ascended, and returned with divine freedom, showing that He can operate in both heaven 

and earth simultaneously. In the premillennial kingdom, Christ sits visibly on David’s throne while 

continuing His invisible work as Priest and Advocate in the heavenly sanctuary. He moves between 

the two realms instantly, never absent from either. Thus the same Christ who judges in heaven, 

reigns on earth, one Person performing one unified work in two dimensions of His authority. 
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